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2012 (2009)

Cheesy-spectacle specialist Roland Emmerich
destroys the world again, with ne'er-do-well
John Cusack and government scientist Chiwe-
tel Ejiofor among those running from a wildly
visualized glebal cave-inderuption/tsunami,
Ultimately deflating in a way that Emmerich’s
“Day After Tormorrow™ wasn't, Extras: filmmak-
er commentary; alternate ending. (Sony, $28.96;
Blu-ray, $39.95)

HUNGER ( 2008)

Michael Fasshender turns to passive resistance
as IRA hunger striker Bobby Sands in British
artist-turmed-filmmaker Steve MoQueen's
chronicle of Sands's final weeks. Extras: In-
terviews with McQueen and Fassbender. (Cri-
terion, $39.95; Blu-ray, $39.95; available now)

GENTLEMEN BRONCOS (2004

Filmmaking duo Jared and Jerusha Hess ("Na-
poleon Dynamite,” “Macho Libre™) feed their
kitsch addiction again, this time through teen-
age wannabe fantasy novelist Michael Angara-
no ("Will & Grace™), and the wacky places his
bad writing leads. Extras: filmmaker com-
mentary; outtakes, (Fox, $27.98; Blu-ray, $39.99)

WE LIVE IN PUBLIC (2009)

Decumentarian Ondi Timoner (“Dig!"”) drew
attention at Ssundance with her look at dot-com
millionaire Josh Harris and how his ahead-of-
the-curve experiments in streaming his whole
|life anline ended in mental collapse. Extras:
commentaries by Timoner and Harris. (In-
diepix, $24.95)

THE EVELYN WAUGH COLLECTION {1988-50)
Waugh's gift for social eritique is celebrated
with a set that includes “A Handful of Dust,”
with Kristin Scott Thomas in an early role, and
the war correspondent romp “Scocp.” (Acorm
Media, $39.99; available now)

ALICE IN WONDERLAND {1965}

Amaong the releases trying to squeeze down the
rabbit hole along with Tim Burton; Jonathan
Miller's “Bunuelian” BBC adaptation, with Peter
Sellers as the King of Hearts. (BBC Video,
$14,98)
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“WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE"
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Coco Belore Chanel

2012
Ciencia ficcion

* &1
Chencia ficckdn y grandiosos efec-
tos especiales sen e teldn de
fondo de esta vertiginosa historia
de sobrevivendia

A Serious Man
Drama

L & &
Sdlido drama sobre un profesar y
padne de famila cuyas creencias
son puestas a pruoeba cuando en-
frenta dertos reveses en la vida,

Predous Based on the Novel
“Push” by Sapphire
Dvama

* *
Con crudeza v sensibiera, vemos ios
altihajos de una chica que busca ven-
oy & ambiente hestil gue b rodea
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The Informant!
Comedia

* ok k

Comedia negra de enredas sobre
un torpe ejecutivo gue informa al
FBI de las sospechosas actividades
de su compaiiia

Loco Before Chane)

Biografia

* &9

Histdrico y diddctico retrato de la
reveluckonaria disefadora fran-
cesa Cocp Chanel, en sus intensos
y sufridas anos formativos.

Where the Wild Things Are
Animacidn

* W W

Inspirada fabula sobre las distintas
artstas de la infancia, a traves de
o5 ojos de un nifio gue descubre
un munda habitada por bestias
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NEW ON DVD | Hitting stores tomorrow

WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE (PG) + + /2
PLOT Director Spike Jonze's movie manages to
create its own reality and meaning, even while it
brings Maurice Sendak's visual world to life with
startling accuracy. lonze, who wrote the screenplay
with novelist Dave Eggers, makes a number of radi-
cal departures from Sendak’s book. He populates
Max's world with an indifferent older sister and a
single mother (Catherine Keener), whose date
ignites the tantrum, Max (Max Records) runs out of
the house, giving his escape a much more dangerous
Esychnlngical edge. Jonze faithfully re-creates the
ook's atmosphere, though he and Eggers have
given the monsters names and distinct personalities.
EXTRAS Four webisodes.
LIST PRICES DVD: $28.98; Blu-ray; $35.59

2012 (PG-13) » »
PLOT Starting with the long-held misapprehension
that the Mayan calendar picks 2012 as the date of
humanity's doom, director Roland Emmerich fleshes
out that bit of pseudo-history with some pseudo-
science — some nonsense about solar flares, and
neutrinos heating Earth's core — and throws
hundreds of millions of dollars and an expertly
chosen cast at it
EXTRAS Music video; commentary with Emmerich
and co-writer Harald Kloser: deleted scenes;
alternate ending: featurette.

: - L e LIST PRICES DVVD: $28.96; Blu-ray; $38.96
Lily Morgan and John Cusack in “2012' The Washington Post
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2012

Sprawling disas-
‘m ter movie about
s~ - the end of the
. ‘ﬁ: world. The film

' == follows the clas-
a' sic pattern es-
tablished by the
likes of Irwin Al-
len: Introduce us to a bunch of
characters and then watch
them survive. The acting is
pretty blah with John Cusack
striking a particularly false
note in the lead, but the CGI
effects are breathtaking. Most
notewarthy: The destruction
of Califarnia, which makes
“Earthquake” seem like kid
stuff. Director Roland Emmer-
ich knows his way around this
kind of territory: He also di-
rected the equally snazzy
“The Day After Tomarrow.”

Also in stores:

“Where the Wild Things Are”
— Spike Jonze directs a rather
melanchaly live-action ver-
sion of Maurice Sendak's clas-
sic children's book.

“Believe: The Eddie lzzard
Story” — The clever British
comedian is the focus of a
documentary that is alter-
nately hilarious and quite
moving.

More:

“Gentlemen Broncos”

“Alice” (2009 miniseries)

“Designing Women"
{Season 3)

“Dog Whisperer”
(Season &; volume 1)

“Matlock” (Season 4)
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history with some psewdosci-
Ponyo *mr &nce — same nonsense about
dekki PLOT Riobin Wright makes neutrinos heating the Earth's
PLOT From Hayao the put-upon tith core — and throws millions of
Miyazaki, the mind " character an affecting dollars and an expertly chosen
behind the stunning & sstesses  protagonist, and writer-  cast at it. As a spectacle-deliv-
Japanese animated g director Rebecca Miller  ery device, it has no peer,
filns “Spirited turns her journey of ST prICE VD, $28.96;
Away" and “Prin- self-discovery intoone  Blu-ray, $38.96; two-disc
cess Monanoke,” comprised of beauti- Blu-ray, $39.95
comes “Pory,” fully assembled small,
an old-schoal ani- poignant moments, Where the Wild
mated feature about (ROBERT LEVE) Are
a goldfish that langs to be usT prIcE OV, $2758,
human, and the boy she falls Blu-ray, $29.98 pLOT Director Spike Jonze’s
in love with, It's based on the mevie manages to create
story that also inspired “The 2012 its own reality and meaning,
Little hMermaid,” and it's every Hedkds even while it brings Maurice
bit as excellent, [StoTT A, PLOT Starting with the long- Sendak's visual world to Ffe
BOSENBERG) held misapprehension that the  with startiing accuracy.
LsT PRIcE DV, $29.99; Blu- Mayan calendar picks 2012 as [THE WASHINGTOM POST)
ray, DVD, digital copy comba, the date of humanity's dacm, usT prICE OVD), $28.58;
3959 director Roland Emmerich Blu-ray, $35.93
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Buy it *% % | Rent it ** | Borrow it * | Yawn (no stars

Director: Roland Emmerich
Stars: John Cusack, Amanda
Peet

*k

You do not need any plot
explanation other than,
“The world is ending!™ The
dialogue could, for all in-
tents and purposes, be lim-
ited to nothing more than

horrified screams and this
film would be just as suc-
cessful.  That's because
“2012" is nothing more
than apocalypse porn, a
veritable feast of famous
building implosions and
coastline collapses. But boy,
watching the White House
crumble never gets old.

ok

Good news: It's likely that,
decades after someone first
read you Maurice Sendak’s
“Where the Wild Things
Are,” a part of you still fieels
maost at home in footie pa-
Jjamas, wreaking havoc
with mysterious beastsbe-
fore snuggling up in a sleep
pile. Unless, of course, you
didn't sob big monster
tears after Spike jonze's
brilliant film adaptation —
in which case, yeah, you're
as dead inside as expected.
& MITRO/NW :
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